WOMEN OF INFLUENCE

Fifty named to Houston’s
Most Influential list

All were first nominated by readers
of Houston Woman Magazine!

by Christine Bradley

everal hundred readers of Hous-

ton Woman Magagzine answered

the call last winter for nomina-

tions for Houston’s 50 Most
Influential Women for 2008. As a
result, nomination forms flowed in, and
HWM staffers were kept busy for weeks
and weeks going through the mail and
reading about so many worthy candi-
dates.

Ultimately, the staff of Houston
Woman Magazine made the final selec-
tions from among those nominated.
Each one of them was chosen because
her sphere of influence was deemed
“vast and powerful.”

Beverly Denver, editor and publisher
of Houston Woman Magazine, said,
“When the call for nominations went
out, we had a number of people call or
email and ask what exactly did we mean
by ‘most influential.” Many thought we
were looking for the most successful
women in town or the most well-
known, for example. We explained that
in some cases all might apply, but being
‘most influential’ (in our opinion) was
truly about something else.”

Denver continued, “Simply put, we
were looking for women whose actions
or thoughts can change the actions or
thoughts of others.”

Influential people are often charis-
matic individuals with a vast network of
social and professional connections.
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Many times they also have earned a
enviable reputation for an expertise in a
particular area. Because of that, they
are credible. This form of influence
draws upon the notion of trust. The
women selected this year fit all these
descriptions,” said Denver.

So, it should come as no surprise that
Houston’s 50 Most Influential Women
for 2008 is a diverse group, represent-
ing women of all ages, backgrounds and
ethnicities.

Some of the women have lived in
Houston for many, many years. Some
have not.

Some of the women are influential
because of the volunteer work they do
in our community. Some are not.

Many have distinguished themselves
in their businesses or careers. And, as
you’d expect, their fields of work are
about as diverse as one can imagine:
energy, law, medicine, nonprofits, oil
and gas, media, politics, real estate,
theology, etc.

Houston’s 50 Most Influential
Women for 2008 are profiled on the
following pages. “It is our pleasure to be
able to introduce all of these amazing
women to our readers,” said Denver.
“Each is unique and spends her time
doing what she is most passionate
about. As a result, she influences — in
a most positive way — a wide circle of
friends and associates.”
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Sofia Adrogué

As a member (partner) of Looper
Reed & McGraw, P.C., Sofia Adrogué,
P.C. practices in business litigation and
healthcare matters across the country.

The native Argentinean is also a
prolific writer having published over 60
legal journal articles since 1997. She is a
frequent Continuing Legal Education
speaker and has taught as an adjunct
professor at the University of Houston
Law Center.

Adrogué has been honored as a Texas
Legend by the Houston Chronicle and
KHOU-TV. She is the recipient of the
Barbara Jordan Legacy Award given by
the National Council of Negro Women.
She has been named a Texas Super
Lawyer by Texas Monthly and named
among Houston’s Top Lawyers by H
Texas Magazine.

Adrogué is dedicated to community
service and serves on the boards of the
American Leadership Forum, Chinqua-
pin School, the United Way, Girls Inc.
of Greater Houston, the Memorial
Hermann Healthcare System Founda-
tion, the Museum of Fine Arts Hous-
ton, Theatre Under the Stars, the
United Way of Greater Houston and
RICE-TMS (Recruitment Into Colle-
giate Education Through Minority
Scholarships).

Adrogué is a graduate of Rice Univer-
sity and the University of Houston Law
Center.

A high achiever as a student, profes-
sional and community volunteet, her most
important accomplishment is her family
— husband Sten Gustafson and their
children Sloane, Schuyler and Stefan.




